
 

 

 

October 21, 2022 

 

RE: B24-0710: Migratory Wildlife Protection Act of 2022   

Dear Members of the Council and the Committee of the Whole,   

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Jamoni Overby, and I am the 

District of Columbia Conservation Advocate for Nature Forward (formerly known as Audubon 

Naturalist Society). For 125 years, Nature Forward has inspired people to enjoy, learn about 

and protect nature. Our Conservation priorities are human health & access to nature; 

biodiversity & habitat; fighting the climate crisis; and sustainable land use. The urgency of the 

climate crisis is evident across our country today, and that urgency underscores the 

importance of bills like the Migratory Wildlife Protection Act of 2022.   

Each year likely thousands of birds are being killed by hitting glass buildings in DC.  Since 

2010, Lights Out DC volunteers have documented more than 4,500 strikes, most in the small 

downtown area they monitor.  85% of these strikes were fatal. These bird fatalities are 

increasing in DC as more and more glass buildings are being built.  In 2011, 212 birds were 

found.  In 2021, 738 birds were found. Effective and inexpensive measures, including bird-

safe glass products, can be incorporated in buildings to prevent these collisions and are 

readily available, but our building industry is not yet using them.  The Migratory Local Wildlife 

Protection Act calls for most new or substantially remodeled buildings in DC to incorporate 

these bird-friendly measures. It also establishes the Bird Friendly Buildings Fund to support 

building owners with compliance with the act.   

Why do we need to protect birds?  

o These birds are valuable not only in and of themselves, but they also serve to enrich 

our environment, maintaining the biodiversity upon which we all depend.   

o If their populations decline, the entire wildlife chain is disrupted and weakened, and 

humans lose the ecological services birds provide as key pollinators of our crops, 

fields, and forests.   



 

 

o Maintaining bird populations is key to our nation’s resilience. Protecting migratory 

birds is in line with the city’s sustainability plan, Sustainable DC 2.0, which charts 

progress on biodiversity in the following areas:   

▪ Create a habitat connectivity plan to guide restoration of viable, native habitats 

throughout Washington DC and in coordination with surrounding jurisdictions.   

▪ Provide informational resources on backyard wildlife habitats, native plant 

gardening, container, and vertical gardening, and creating pollinator habitats.  

▪ The District Government will incorporate nature into the places we live, play, and 

work, to reduce stress and improve health—known as biophilic design. Reducing 

bird/glass collisions is also listed as a recommended Conservation Action in the 

District’s 2015 Wildlife Action Plan (Section 6.4.6).   

o Birds also contribute to our local economy:  

▪ Nationally, birdwatching, bird feeding, and bird equipment purchases account for 

$41 billion dollars in annual revenue. There are many avid birders in DC and many 

are members of our local bird interest groups, including Nature Forward (formerly 

Audubon Naturalist Society), DC Audubon, City Wildlife, and the Rock Creek 

Songbird Project.   

Birds have been lauded in literature, art, and music, and bring beauty and joy to thousands of 

people in our area. Losing birds to glass collisions is a tragedy, especially when we know how 

to prevent their deaths.  

One clear way to protect birds and other migratory animals from the harms of glass building 

elements is by using bird-friendly glass and by retrofitting existing hazardous building 

elements with bird-friendly products. These products are specifically designed to make glass 

a visible obstacle for birds—all while keeping the glass transparent for human use. Low-cost 

and low-burden techniques include treating glass with ultraviolet coating, silk-screening, or 

fritting, or even adhering decals. Many of these techniques are already utilized in building 

construction, often for purely aesthetic reasons. These glass products are assessed by the 

American Bird Conservancy (“ABC”) under their Bird Friendly Materials Evaluation Program 

and have been shown to be incredibly effective at reducing collisions.  

The number of birds found has been increasing steadily as new glass buildings are built, 

especially in the downtown area. In 2011, Lights Out DC found 212 birds; they are now 

finding more than 700 birds a year, most in the limited area that they monitor. This number 

includes only dead birds and stunned birds that can be caught, so this number is 



 

 

conservative. Many other birds are stunned but fly away, are taken by predators, or are swept 

away by cleaning crews before they can be found.   

Why we must act now:   

As more and more glass buildings are built, the number of casualties will only increase.   

• Bird collisions will not go away over time. Birds do not “learn” to avoid glass. In 2015, 

City Wildlife and DOEE representatives met with managers of the Techworld building 

at 800 K Street NW to advise them that their building was killing birds. They were told 

that the building was slated for renovation and that this would be considered. Sadly, 

the entire building was re-sheathed in non-bird-safe glass. It is now even worse than 

before.   

This is wrong: “green” buildings should not kill birds.   

• DC’s green initiatives will add more native trees and landscaped areas to our 

environment. These will attract even more migrating birds to DC and to areas near 

glass buildings, increasing the risk of collisions.  

The building industry generally will not incorporate bird-friendly measures voluntarily. 

Legislation is needed now.   

• For at least 30 years, the science of bird/glass collisions has been known and 

publicized, and scientists and wildlife specialists have been assiduously giving 

presentations to architects, developers, municipal authorities, planners, and other 

groups during this period. But the message has not changed behaviors.  

If passed, this law will save the lives of thousands of migratory birds that land in DC during 

their spring and fall migrations along the Atlantic flyway. Please vote in favor of this 

legislation.  Save our valuable and beloved birds and support DC’s reputation as a 

sustainable city.  

Thank you for your time.   

Sincerely,   

Jamoni Overby  

DC Conservation Advocate  

Nature Forward 



 

 

 


